INTRODUCTION
Botfly larvae of the genus Cepheneinyia are common and geographically widespread parasites of white-tailed deer, 1,2, 6,11; but documentation of infection in deer from Texas is limited. 7 County, in south Texas, 446 deer were examined for pharyngeal botfly larvae from 1961 through 1968. Because pathologic changes can result from infection,2 and mortalities of deer have been attributed to infections of botfly larvae, 6 ,2,14 the objective was to determine which segment of the host population was at risk to infection over time. The prevalence (percent infected) and numbers of larvae were compared between samples stratified according to the time of year, age and sex of the host, and landscape features of the host's habitat.
METHODS
Deer 2 months to 9 years of age were collected by shooting from August 1961 to September 1968, according to procedures described previously." Methods of collection were consistent throughout, but did not provide a completely random sample of the population. The aim of harvest was to approximate the adult sex ratio (males make up about a third of the total population), therefore, selection by sex was made cccasionally. Fawns were selectively collected in the summer and fall to ascertain the rate of parasite acquisition. Numbers of deer examined for larvae in the different years were 26, 40, 49, 64, 72, 40, 53 and 102.
Each deer collected was given an identification number and the date, sex, and location of the killwas recorded. General vegetative type and density of vegetative cover at the collection site were determined later using descriptions of Box and Chamrad' and a vegetation density map.1' Ages of deer were determined in the laboratory according to tooth eruption and wear of the lower molars. 
